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 Cattle on Feed 
 
Iowa: There were 840,000 cattle on feed for the slaughter 
market in all feedlots in Iowa on June 1, 2006, down 6 percent 
from May 1, 2006, and down 4 percent from June 1, 2005.  
Feedlots with a capacity greater than 1,000 head had 
470,000 head on feed, down 5 percent from last month but up 
8 percent from last year.  Feedlots with a capacity less than 
1,000 head had 370,000 head on feed, down 7 percent from last 
month, and down 16 percent from last year. 
 
Placements during May totaled 69,000 head, a decrease of 
22 percent and 20 percent from last month and last year, 
respectively.  Feedlots with a capacity greater than 1,000 head 
placed 51,000 head, down 20 percent from last month and  
7  percent from last year.  Feedlots with a capacity less than 
1,000 head placed 18,000 head.  This is down 28 percent and 
42 percent from last month and last year, respectively. 
 
Marketings for May were 119,000 head, up 16 percent from last 
month, but down 2 percent from last year.  Feedlots with a 
capacity greater than 1,000 head marketed 74,000 head, up 
12 percent from last month and up 1 percent from last year. 
Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head marketed 
45,000 head, up 22 percent from last month, but down 8 percent 





All Cattle on Feed, Iowa 
Item Lots 1,000+ Head Lots Less than 1,000 Head All Lots 
 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 
Cattle on Feed, May 1, 2006 
May Placements 
May Marketings 
May Other Disappearance 

















Cattle on Feed:  Number on Feed, Placements and Marketings by Month, 
1,000+ Capacity Feedlots  1 
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 1 Cattle and calves on feed are animals for slaughter market being fed a ration of grain or other concentrates and are expected to produce a carcass that will grade 
select or better.    2  Includes death loss, movement from feedlots to pasture, and shipments to other feedlots for further feeding. 
Annual Milk Production, Disposition & Income 
 
Iowa:  Milk production totaled 4,020 million pounds for 2005, 
up 4.4 percent from 2004.  The average number of milk cows 
was 194 thousand head, up one thousand head from a year 
earlier. Production per cow was 20,722 pounds, up 769 pounds 
from 2004. The value of milk produced rose from $628 million 
in 2004 to $635 million. 
 
United States: Milk production increased 3.5 percent in 
2005 to 177 billion pounds.  The rate per cow, at 19,576 pounds, 
was 609 pounds above 2004.  The annual average number of 
milk cows on farms was 9.04 million head, up 29,000 head from 
2004.  
 
Cash receipts from marketings of milk during 2005 totaled 
$26.7 billion, 2.4 percent lower than 2004.  Producer returns 
averaged $15.20 per hundredweight, 5.8 percent below 2004.  
Marketings totaled 176 billion pounds, 3.6 percent above 2004.  
Marketings include whole milk sold to plants and dealers and 
milk sold directly to consumers. 
 
An estimated 1.08 billion pounds of milk were used on farms 
where produced, 2.4 percent less than 2004.  Calves were fed 




Milk Cows, Production, and Value of Production, 2004 1-2005 
Milk Cows 2 Milk Per Cow 3 Milk Production 3 Value of Milk Produced 4  5 
State 
2004 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005 









































































 1 Revised.  2  Average number during year. Excludes heifers not yet fresh.  3  Excludes milk sucked by calves.   4  Value at average returns per 100 pounds of milk in 
combined marketings of milk and cream.  5 Includes value of milk fed to calves. 
 
 Milk Production 
 
Iowa: Milk production in Iowa in May totaled 
358 million pounds, up less than 1 percent from May 2005.  The 
average number of milk cows, 200,000 head, was 7,000 head 
above May 2005.  Production per cow averaged 1,790 pounds, 
down 55 pounds from one year ago. 
 
United States: Milk production in the 23 major States during 
May totaled 14.7 billion pounds, up 2.8 percent from May 2005.  
April revised production, at 14.2 billion pounds, was up 
3.7 percent from April 2005.  The April revision represented a 
decrease of 2 million pounds from last month's preliminary 
production estimate. 
 
Production per cow in the 23 major States averaged 
1,782 pounds for May, 22 pounds above May 2005. 
 
The number of milk cows on farms in the 23 major States was 
8.26 million head, 128,000 head more than May 2005, and 
19,000 head more than April 2006. 
 
Milk Cows and Production: By Selected States, May 2005-2006 
Milk Cows 1 Milk Per Cow 2 Milk Production 2 
State 
2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 '06 as % of '05 

































































 1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.  2  Excludes milk sucked by calves.  3  The 23 States are Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, 
and Wisconsin. 
 Cattle and Calves: Number by Class, 
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 1 Some county data not published to avoid disclosure of individual operations.  
However, this unpublished data is included in "other counties." 
Farm Labor: Employment and Wage Rates, U.S.1 and Corn Belt II2 
April 10-16 , 2005 January 8-14 , 2006 April 9-15 , 2006 
Farm Employment 
Corn Belt II U.S. Corn Belt II U.S.3 Corn Belt II U.S. 
 Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands 
Hired Workers 
    Expected to be Employed 
        150 Days or More 
        149 Days or Less 
 
Agricultural Services 
    Workers Working on Farms 
 























































 Hours per Week Hours per Week Hours per Week Hours per Week Hours per Week Hours per Week 
Hours Worked 













 Dollars per Hour Dollars per Hour Dollars per Hour Dollars per Hour Dollars per Hour Dollars per Hour 
Wage Rates for 
    All Hired Workers 4, 5 
 
Type of Worker 
    Field & Livestock Combined 
        Field 











































       
 * Not Available 
 1 Excludes Alaska.  2 Consists of Iowa and Missouri.  3 Revised. 4 Benefits, such as housing and meals, are provided some workers but the values are not included in 
the wage rates.  5 Excludes Agricultural Service Workers. 
 
 
